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For  the  People 


A  Mystery  Solved 


By  Thomas  F.  Schwartz 

Since  1941  the  Illinois  State 
Historical  Library  has  owned  a 
small  artist's  pencil  sketch  of 
Abraham  Lincoln.  Arthur  Lumley,  the 
artist,  is  not  as  widely  known  as  his 
contemporaries  Alfred  Waud  or 
Thomas  Nast.  Lumley  is  perhaps  best 
known  for  his  aerial  drawings  of  the 
Civil  War  that  appeared  in  Frank  Leslie's 
Illustrated  Newspaper.  The  Lumley 
sketch  carries  the  notation  "Brady's 
May  16/61"  and  on  the  verso  the  fol- 
lowing: "This  sketch  of  Lincoln  was 
made  from  life,  while  he  was  waiting  to 
have  a  photograph  taken  in  Brady's 
Gallery  Pennsylvania  Ave.  Washington 
DC  1861.  Arthur  Lumley."  A  quick 
examination  of  any  Lincoln  photo- 
graphic reference  work  indicates  that 
there  is  no  photograph  of  Lincoln  list- 
ed for  that  date.  There  are,  however,  a 
number  of  suspiciously  similar  images 
that  are  dated  "circa  1862." 

The  Lumley  sketch  solves  the 
problem  by  revealing  the  actual  date  of 
the  photographs  was  one  year  earlier 
than  the  currently  presumed  date  of 


sometime  in  1862.  Not  only  does  die 
Lumley  sketch  provide  contemporary 
evidence  for  Lincoln  being  at  Madiew 
Brady's  studio  on  May  16,  1861,  it  also 
comports  with  the  series  of  photos  that 


photographic  historians  have  hereto- 
fore only  guessed  at  dating.  For  a  fuller 
discussion  of  the  problem,  see  my  arti- 
cle in  the  recent  Journal  of  Illinois 
History  (Autumn  2003),  215-22. 


The  Arthur  Lumley  sketch  of  Abraham  Lincoln  (left)  and  one  of  the  photographs 
from  Mathew  Brady's  Washington,  D.C.,  studio  previously  believed  to  have  been 

taken  in  1862  (right). 
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200  E.  Berry  St. 
Fort  Wayne  IN  46802 


L 


C7 


~4> 


^ 


r 


